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/'f’he Office ot Naval Intel.l:l.bf-vnr— furnisted the following information to CIA for
IAC dissemination in sccordancs with pavagraph 3(c), NsCID 7. (DIO 1IND Cend
Reports No 30-5k and 163-54)7

1. Harbor Conditicns_and Anchorags: uanta, which had a population of two thousand
in 1949, is the= port tor Barcelonsa whichk has a populaiior of 20 thousand and is
the cupital of the atate' of Anzoategui. The port captain allows a maximum draft
of 22'6" for a ship berthing ou the north side of the dock and a maximum draft of
26'0" Tor a2 berthing on the south sid: of the dock. There is no bar at Guanta,
and o depth of five fathoms will be Tound over the whole harbor. The use of
tide is epproximately seven inches. Thore is no swell. There are no buoys to
tie up to, but ships can-drop one anchor sad sefely work curgo to lighters.
(Sourcesz A and B) .

2. Dock Facilities: 'The dock, which is 210 meters loug and 13.7 meters wide, is
constructed of conciete a...d ;1',‘*»‘1 pinng. A KOO to ALO ft extension is contem-
plated. It is equipped with bits mad cleats alierustely spaced at about 50 ft.
it ic raised six feet above low w"a.’r" P* the stringpiece, On the dock is a
gingle story warebhouse, built of coucrete and h&ving steel frames and corrugated
zin: sheathing. 'The @.ock can accommedats one "C-2" typa ship and one small
"knot" type at the sawe time. (Sources A and B)
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Pilotage: Pilotage is compulsory. Pilots are employed by the Government's Port
Service which fixes the fees according to the ship’'s_tumnage and the pericd of
the Aay or night when the services wer: ~.ndewed. Z_Deta:l ls are reported in the
Schedule of Fees, Cha:ges and Ratas, Ports of Guanta and Puerto La Cruz, avail-
able on loar from the CIA Library./ (Sources A and B)

.Sailing Problems: In 1953 CGuaptn was comsidered & very dirfficult port to enter

and leave at night; because of the narrow passage between the shoals between

Punta Meta and Punta Quegue, which ars shown on US Hydrographic Office Chart #5571;
and becsuse of the lack of adcquate navigational aids. Oaly the light on Pitahaysa
was visible when leaving port. The 1lizhi or Chirana Seguudsa couwld not be. seen

and there was no light at all on the dock. (Scurce &)

Lighters: In addition %o the lighters available, the Grace Line has four sectional
steel shallow-draft barges with six holds end Jour watex—tight bulkheads. _Each
has a capacity of 250 tons. Alccs has two pontoon lightexrs, each with a cepacity
of 150 tons. The <riy coat available in Guanta Tor towing lighters is Alcoa's

125 hpy motor launch, "Manta". (Scursze B)

Berthing: Tugs are not necessary for
{Source A)

Cargo Handling: The law requires tha*t handling of all cargo be done by stevedores
of the Government Port Service. The stevedores are gevernment employees, and the
government is responsible in case of their injury eithexr aboerd ship or, on the

dock. There are 13 gangs, consisting of 12 men to & gang, available foir shizboard
work and 16 gengs available for dock work. In Oclober 1952, marine regulations
requlred & specilal rigging gang to rig gears, take hatches off, and cover up. In
October 1952 the stevedores and winch drivers were very good. (Source A) Work

is performed on a tonnage besis, 1000 kilos to the ton, loading or dische’ging.

No gengs are avatlable on Sundays or holldays, &s the Port Service does not work.
The fol.owing are rates of discharge for various types of cargo: flour, cement,
ricg - 25 tons per nmouwr; steel ~ 10 tons per hour; certons of milk - 15 tons per
hour; empty bottlee and cans - 8 tons psr hour; general carge - 10 tons per hour;
pipe - 20 toms per hour; drums of oil ard grzase - 25 toms per hour; eutomobiles -
12 units per hour. All wnits exceeding elght tons must be discharged directly

to vehicles provided by conslgnees, with whem advance arrangements are made. Units
up. to 50 tons have been discharged without difficulty. [ﬁu;e complete information
on stevedoring, cur'oms and consular fees, ete may be found in the "Schedule of
Fees, Charges Rates, Ports of Guanta and Puertsd La Cruz' availlable on loan

from the CIA 1.. ary./ (Source B)

safe decking and none are available.

Stevedoring Equipment: The Port Service owns thé Tollowing cergo handling equip-
meuot: .5 tow motors, large, double-wheeled; 8 two metors, medium, single-wheeled;
two mobile crames, € ton capacity; 5 mcbile cranes, 5 ton capacity; 35 fork trucks,
5 ten capacity; 5 fork-lift trucks, :‘.fg ton eapacity; 6 treilers; 4 tractors; 21 hand
trucks; 95 trolleys; 1250 pallets. All of thase are in serviceable comdition. In
addition to Port Service =quipment, consigness freguently provide their own (or
contracted) vehicles to receive cargo direetly from the ship. In Puerto Le Cruz
there are about siv truckipg firms with zeveral hundved vehicles of many types which
are sultable for transporting practically any kiwd of carge. (Source B)

Warehousig.g_: A Customs warehnuse located ou the eastern end of the dock has &
£loor space of 1170 square meters. nother warshouse on the deck has a floor space
of about 1800 sguere weters. The wain floor of The ¢ld customs house, which is
about 100 meters from The plexr, is alsn used for storage. It has a floor space

of about 300 square meters. The Customs warehomse on the dock 15 used Tor import
cargo. The other warchouse on the dock 15 used Jor commissery stores. The storage
space in the customs house is used for coastwise CHBIZOo. (Smarce B)

Opzn Storage Space: Th is @an open patio meaPMTANG (APProxXimately 200 meters by
50 meters tnat is completely paved with espbalt epd is cuzroinisd by a fence.

COMTTDENTIAL /U5 OFFICTALS ONLY




"13.

1k.

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY 25X1A

~3 -

I%. ia used for storage of pipe, heavy cases, cement, and drums. West of the dock
there 18 a ‘large unpaved area of reclaimed land which is protected by a fence and
the ses. This ssction is aboul a guarter of a mile square and is used for storage
of pipe, lumber, scrap metal, etc. (Source B)

Explosives: Upon arrival of a vessel transporting explosives, the agent must in-
form the authorities ol the gquality and nature of same. The authorities will then
indicate where.the cargo must be stored, and discharge must be effected under the
supervision of the Guardia Nacional. Explosives are discharged directly from
siilp to pier. No special magazines for the storage of explosives exist. There-
are no rustrictions covering the transportation of exploaives. (Source B)

Fuel and Supplies: Yo bunkers are available at Guanta. The nearsst bunkers are

at Puerto Ia Cruz. Fresk water can be delivered at the rate of about two tons

per hour at & cost of Bolfvars 1.5C per ton. The water is impregnated with calcium.
Wben water is taken on at pight, or on Sundays or holidays, the water man is paid
an extra fixed-fee of Bolfvars 20.00. Food supplies of all kinds are available

io adequate quantities and can be delivered quickly. ‘Fresh vegetables , fish, and

meat are abundant. Imported groceries are available. (Source B)

Ship Re Facilities: Except for cne smell ship-way opposite the dock, no
facilitles exist for repairs of any consequence. However, excellent welding equip-
ment and technicians ure available on short notice from Puerto La Cruz, where there
ars many machine shops. There is no salvage equipment at Guanta. (Source B)

Transportation Connections: Formerly there was a rallroad in this area, but none
axiats now ZJa.nunry 195 _/H 7. 4n automobile road in good condition .connects Guanta
with Puerto La Cruz, which 18 six kilometers away, and with Barcelona, which is

20 kiloweters away. There are also connectians by automobile rdads with San Tome

snd Caripito. (Source E')
[:"\-vuﬂnble on losn from the CIA Library is a typewritten copy of Fees, Charges and
Rates charged at Guanta/Puerto La Cruz.
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